
	   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BOAT’S END-OF-LIFE,  
TRULY THE END? 

 
CONFERENCE 

Tuesday, 8 December 2015 
Scène Nautic, Hall 1 – Nautic (Porte de Versailles, Paris) 
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In the context of the International Climate Conference COP21 held 
in Paris and ahead of the “Environment Day” held at the Nautic – 
Paris international boat show on 9 December, this conference 
“Boat’s end-of-life, truly the end?” is jointly organized by European 
Boating Industry, the French Federation of Nautical Industries (FIN) 
and Reed Expositions France. 

	  

 
BOAT’S END-OF-LIFE, 

TRULY THE END? 

 

 
The event will look at how the boat’s end-of-life issue is being 
dealt with around the world and showcase the French 
pioneering experience in this field. It will go further in 
examining the future challenges relating to waste reuse and 
recycling, and more generally the transition towards a circular 
approach in the boating industry.	  

 

Date:  Tuesday, 8 December 2015  
Location: Scène Nautic in Hall 1 – Nautic (Porte de Versailles, Paris) 
Time:  From 15h00 to 17h30 
Languages:  English / French simultaneous translation	  



PROGRAMME 
15h00-15h10 OPENING AND WELCOME REMARKS 
 Alain Pichavant, Director of Nautic Paris boat show / Reed Expositions France  
 Yves Lyon-Caen, President of Nautic & French Federation of Nautical Industries 
 (FIN – Fédération des industries nautiques) 
 
 PART ONE 
 HOW BOAT’S END-OF-LIFE IS DEALT WITH AROUND 

THE WORLD 
 Boat’s end-of-life is a complex issue and this part provides the necessary information to 

understand most of its aspects. 
 
15h10-15h40 THE CHALLENGE, ITS SCALE AND HOW IT’S BEEN ADDRESSED 

AROUND THE WORLD 
 Mirna Cieniewicz, Secretary General of European Boating Industry  
 A lively presentation to set the framework and understand the challenge in global terms, from 

North America, Australia, Japan to Europe; followed by an exchange with the audience. 
 
15h40-16h00 LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE FRENCH EXPERIENCE AND ITS LATEST 

DEVELOPMENTS 
 Benoît Ribeil, Environmental Manager at APER & FIN 
 France and in particular the boating industry are pioneers in this field, with an operational 

scheme in place for several years and new developments being discussed for outdated 
pyrotechnics and sales of new boats. 

 
16h00-16h15 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH THE AUDIENCE 
  
 PART TWO  
 LOOKING AT THE FUTURE CHALLENGES 
 Building on the current state-of-play and the lessons learned from the French experience, this 

part looks at the future challenges of boat’s end-of-life: FRP waste management, the financing 
model and the transition to a more circular approach. 

 
16h15-16h40 WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS TO VALORIZE THE FRP WASTE 
 Stefano Pagani Isnardi, Research Department Manager at the Italian marine federation 

UCINA Confindustria Nautica 
 There are various options available today to deal with FRP waste, including new developments 

taking the boating industry on the path to more sustainability. 
 
16h40-17h00 BOAT RECYCLING: HOW TO STIMULATE THE MARKET? 
 Thomas Strasser, DG Maritime Affairs & Fisheries, European Commission 
 The European Commission wishes to better understand the indicators and cornerstones of how to 

stimulate a boat disposal and recycling market in Europe. A series of points will be discussed with 
the speakers and the audience, in particular identifying what the cornerstones are for a market 
uptake. 

 
17h00-17h30 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH THE AUDIENCE 
 
17h30 CONCLUSIONS AND END OF THE EVENT  



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
 
 
Mirna Cieniewicz is Secretary General of European Boating Industry, the European 
association that represents the leisure marine industry in Brussels (Belgium). Recently, she’s 
been closely involved in the preparation of the new Recreational Craft Directive 2013/53/EU, 
the EU Strategy for coastal and marine tourism and the EU-wide competitiveness study on the 
boating industry to be soon released by the European Commission. In the environmental area, 
boat recycling, sustainable boating (especially in marine protected areas) and green innovation 
are topics close to her heart. Mirna holds Masters in political sciences, EU Affairs and Lobbying, 
and speaks several languages.  
 

 
 
Since 2012, Benoît Ribeil coordinates the boat dismantling activities in France via APER, the 
French association for eco-responsible boating. This network gathers some 20 companies and 
organises the services available across the country for boat dismantling and waste material 
valorisation, among which FRP – fibreglass reinforced polymer waste. 
 
Additionally, Benoît is in charge of environmental affairs at the French Federation of Nautical 
Industries – FIN. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
After Master’s graduation and PhD at the Politecnico di Torino University, Stefano Pagani 
Isnardi started his career in transport planning and engineering, molding his skill to combine 
technical analysis with general strategic vision. He then moved to UCINA, the Italian Marine 
Industry Federation, with the aim to build a new internal department intended to manage 
research related, technical and statistical issues. Dealing for UCINA with the international 
marine federations, he currently chairs the ICOMIA Superyacht Division and sits on several 
WGs, such as European Boating Industry’s Committee of  Executives, ICOMIA Technical 
Committee and the ISO TC8/SC12 “Large Yachts”. 
 

 
 

Thomas Strasser is Policy officer in the European Commission's Directorate General for 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG Mare), Unit for Maritime Policy in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea since January 2009. He coordinates the Commission's initiative towards the 
integration of maritime surveillance, a file related to essentially all maritime areas of EU interest. 
Since 2015 he is further responsible for Coastal and Maritime Tourism Strategy developments. 
Previously, he worked for the Commission's Directorate General for Energy and Transport 
(DG Tren) as from 1997. There he handled State aid control files (part of the Commission's 
competition policy) in the sectors of maritime transport, road transport and logistics, aviation 
and coal. Before joining the Commission, he worked for two years in an international industrial 
restructuring centre, setting up projects in industrial restructuring and business relocation.   

 


